
   

   Do you want to spend your 

money on something much more 

valuable?  

   For the past week, you might 

have seen people around the 

school holding a box labelled 

ñDonationò.  The donation is for 

a school called ñThe Love and 

Care Schoolò in Mae Sot. 

   Who attends this school?  

Well, most of the kids there are 

poor, abandoned, run away, 

migrant worker refugees from 

Burma.  Some of the kids there 

have even fled from forced 

conscription in the army.  

   How can we help them?  Our 

school is raising money in order 

to help the Love and Care school 

buy food, pay electricity bills, 

and pay for other important 

things such as internet.  They 

only need 10,000 Baht more to 

run their school for a month!  

   What can we do?  We can help 

by donating your snack money 

for one day.  Each student needs 

only 20 baht per day to spend 

on food.  Most of us spend this 

much money on our snacks 

every day!  If everyone gives up 

their snack money for one day, 

we will be able to support the 

Love and Care school for a 

month.  20 baht may seem like 

a small amount to us, but to 

them itôs a lot! 

   What do we get in return?  

Well, some of the teachers in 

our school have volunteered to 

give up some of their dignity 

and be silly when a certain 

amount of money is collected! 

we will get teachers to do crazy 

things for us.  When 3000 Baht 

is collected, Mr. Kevin will wear 

a wig for an entire day.  When 

some more money is collected 

for the schoolôs electricity, Mr. 

Anders has promised to shave 

off his ñEasy Rider Moustache.ò  

I think that all of us want to 

raise 20,000 because guess 

what happens then?  Ms. Kirsty 

will dye her beautiful blond hair 

ñElectric PINK!ò 

   So please help us reach to 

20,000 and support the ñLove 

and Care School for 2 whole 

months.  If you have already 

donated, thank you!  And for the 

people who havenôt donated, 

now I hope you will!  

   And with this money, we can 

donate to the Love and Care 

School.  So, why not donate the 

money for Love and Care school 

and see our teachers dress up in 

a new style?  

Donation Total as of 

December 15th:  18,445 

Deadline:  December 18th  
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CONGRATULATIONS  

to Node (Y12) who 
achieved Thailandôs 

highest mark on the  
CIE Combined Science  

IGCSE Exam!  
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to Lannaôs resident  
rock band, Stand Above, 

for their 3rd place finish  
at the JJ Talent 

Competition !  
  

CONGRATULATIONS  

to our Football teams.  

U11 Girls 2nd PLACE!   

U13 Boys 3rd PLACE!  

U16 Boys 3rd PLACE!  

And Table Tennis Champions:  

Micki 1st PLACE!  

Yu Hsin 2nd PLACE!  

Lanna Students Show Caring Attitude:            by Julie, Hye Jin, and Catherine (Y10)  

Raising Money for the Love and Care School  
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Whatôs in a name? How Stand Above 

got their name        by Morris Chaiwat Beck  

 

   As found in many bands, nothing is as hard as 

finding a name!  Stand Above  has had several 

different names.  We tried to settle with one, but 

every time we had one that sounded like we 

agreed on, someone complained and we had to 

change it.  It might be because weôve always 

come up with a new name at the last second and 

havenôt really thought it through. 

   We started off with the name Twisted Metal , a 

name M came up with at the last moment 

because The Lanna Band  didnôt sound sexy 

enough!  We had a lot of fights abut Twisted 

Metal  because some of us didnôt like it.  We tried 

out another name but members of the band said 

they ñwouldnôt cross the road with that name!ò  

We almost had to cancel a show and break up 

the band!  Thankfully, Mr. Freud glued the band 

back together and made us play.  

   Later, our bass player, Toby, came up with the 

name Civil Fused .  We used it when we played at 

PTO BBQôs in the year 2007-2008.  We all 

thought it was awesome and everyone liked ité 

until May 8, 2008 when we had yet another 

conflict with our name at ñThe APIS Battle of the 

Bands.ò 

   Suddenly, our awesome name sounded lame 

and meaningless.  We couldnôt decide on any 

names and thought we would have to go under 

the name Lanna Band  until Mr. Freud came up 

with a name none of us liked, Legend of the 

Dark !  At least it was better than Lanna Band  and 

in the end it didnôt really matter because we won 

the night!  

   Then there was Talent at Twilight.  We thought 

Legend of the Dark  would make everybody laugh 

so we went back to being Civil Fused , a name we 

werenôt settled on. 

   The next show was at the J.J. Market Talent 

Competition where we changed out name once 

again!  That night we were successful under the 

name, Stand Above.   

   So far weôve kept the name but there are some 

rumours going around that we might change the 

name againé  Stay tuned! 

Remembrance Day by Ms. Kirsty (Geo)  

   On the 11th November 9 pupils from Years 12 

and 13 represented Lanna at the annual 

Remembrance Day Ceremony at the Foreign 

Cemetery.  Remembrance Day is marked on the 

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 

every year, the exact time that World War I 

came to an end.  Every year since then people 

around the world have come together to 

remember all those who have died in conflicts 

and wars, soldiers and civilians, and lay poppies 

at memorials in their memory.   

   The week before the 

ceremony paper 

poppies were sold 

around the school to 

staff and pupils to 

raise money for the 

British Legion of 

Chiang Mai, who do a 

great deal of excellent 

work with local 

veterans.  The pupils 

wore these with great 

pride and raised a lot 

of money through their 

generous donations.  

Several staff also 

donated money to the 

purchase of a wreath to present at the ceremony 

on behalf of the school.  The British Legion 

representatives were touched by the generosity 

and kindness of our school community.  

   The pupils who represented the school 

behaved with great dignity and respect at the 

ceremony and represented our school with pride.  

I want to thank them again for their contribution 

to the ceremony and their dedication to the 

school community.  This ceremony means a lot 

to staff and pupils in the school who have lost 

friends and relatives in conflicts around the 

world.  It was also an important and poignant 

reminder that if we do not remember our past we 

cannot shape our future.  

   Iôd like to extend my thanks to all staff and 

pupils at Lanna who supported this event and 

bought poppies.  
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Love and Care Clothes 

Drive    by Ms. Deborah (ESL)  

 

   A very big thank you to all 

those who contributed to the 

two warm clothes / blanket 

drives that were held this 

November. They were hugely 

successful.  

   The donations went to the 

Love & Care school near Maesot. 

It caters to education refugees 

from Burma (mainly Karen 

Christians), hoping to get 

scholarships to international 

universities in Thailand.  

   Five paid teachers and three 

volunteers teach the students, 

helping to prepare them for 

study at university level. The 

school gets insufficient funding 

and the 104 live - in students 

currently enrolled are surviving 

on a food budget that is 

intended for 60 students. The 

schoolôs financial crisis means 

they have no money to pay 

water and electricity bills, let 

alone transport expenses.  

  I heard about this school 

through a study group I attend. 

We cultivate the Buddhist 

custom of dana (generosity) and 

give to a different charity every 

time we meet. One week, the 

recipient was the Love & Care 

school. Sa Shine, a volunteer 

teacher and coordinator of the 

intensive program at this 

missionary - founded school, 

wrote to thank us for our cash 

donation and to tell us more.  

    I was touched by his mention 

of the schoolôs location in the 

hills and the studentsô lack of 

warm clothes and blankets. 

Feeling the imminent arrival of 

winter, I thought that our school 

could perhaps respond to their 

need. I passed the letter on to 

Mr. Kip, our community services 

teacher, who came up with the 

idea of offering a pizza party to 

the year that brought in the 

most donations of second hand 

clothes and blankets. The global 

citizenship our non -secular 

school has shown in responding 

to Sa Shineôs plea has been 

impressive indeed, proving that 

charity is not the domain of 

Christians only, as some of our 

(generous!) non -Christian 

children seem to think.  

   The first competition was 

undertaken in great urgency as 

the cold weather was suddenly 

upon us. The students were 

given only five days to bring in 

their offerings. The response 

was phenomenal. Many teachers 

also brought in contributions, 

both second hand and new. Year 

8 won, in part due to their 

bagfuls of clothes, but mainly 

because they surpassed all other 

years with the quantity of 

blankets they brought in (most 

of them still in their wrappings!). 

Year 10 narrowly missed 

winning, thanks to the lone 

efforts of one  student: Nam. 

Congratulations Nam, and 

many, many thanks!  

   It was evident at the counting 

up that the primary school never 

had a look in, despite the young 

onesô excited efforts. I had 

stopped them from bringing in 

childrenôs clothes all week, 

understanding that only young 

adult clothes were needed by 

the refugee school. However, 

when Sa Shine came in to speak 

about Love & Care to several 

year classes, he told us that 

they do have a primary school 

too, catering to 200 Burmese 

refugee children! In the face of 

their kidsô needs, I decided to 

run a second competition, this 

time exclusively for the primary 

school. Year 4 were the proud 

winners. While they bit into their 

pizzas, a relieved Sa Shine 

loaded five more bags of kidsô 

clothes on to the truck leaving 

for Maesot.  

   Here is a list of the skip -size 

rubbish bags we filled with your 

donations, many of them brand 

new:  
 

2 bags   pullovers & jackets  

1 bag    light sweaters and polos  

2 bags   trousers & skirts  

1 bag    tops & t -shirts  

7 bags   kids clothes  

6 bags   blankets, quilts, sheets  

1 bag     cushions  

 

   Thanks to all of YOU,  

300 young adults and kids 

will be warmer this winter!  
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My Mother, Soojeong Heo by Soo (Y10)  

 

   Year 10 English are currently studying the play ñMy Mother Said I 

Never Shouldò by Charlotte Keatley. The play explores the changing 

roles of women in the 20th Century and the impact of this on 

relationships between women of different generations.  

   The class conducted interviews and then wrote articles that sought 

to explore what the lives of their own mothers were like. The style of 

an interview article is deceptively difficult to achieve, but Soo has 

managed it competently; writing a piece that is interesting and 

engaging.  
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ñThe Girl With a Dreamò 

by Dabin (Y5)  

Soojeong Heo: 

ñI never really 

thought I was 

treated 

unfairly. I just 

took everything 

for granted.ò 

   We sit down at the kitchen table. I start setting 

my recorder and Soojeong hastily wipes her 

hands off on the apron she was wearing.  

Her messy dark -brown hair is tied up into a bun. 

She smiles awkwardly and starts fidgeting with 

the corner of the tablecloth as she sees my 

notebook I was holding.  

   At first we talk about random things that are off 

the topic, and when the tenseness in the 

atmosphere seems to be gone I ask her if she 

feels womenôs lives were sheltered in her 

generation.  

   She ponders for a while and gives her answer 

casually. ñYes. Especially compared to nowadays. 

Peopleôs opinions were rather biased back then - 

everyone thought cooking is a womanôs job, and 

at that time only men could become a lawyer. But 

no one really cared about it. It was normal to 

think that way in the eighties.ò 

   Soojeong tells me that even though womenôs 

rights were extremely limited in her generation 

and were neglected by most people, she did not 

feel so strong about the issue:  ñI never really 

though I was being treated unfairly. I just 

took everything for granted.ò 

   She says that she has an older brother, who 

she believed was the one who ñalways got more 

attention from the parentsò than she did when 

she was young.  

   How did you feel every time your parents 

seemed to show more affection towards your 

brother?, I ask. ñWell, I did detest it when they 

did so, but again, I thought it was quite 

reasonable for them to be that way.ò She looks 

away and stares fixedly into space as though 

thinking about something, then snaps back to 

reality when I carry on with the questions.  

   So does that mean you never once complained 

about how you were treated by others? She 

shakes her head. ñI hardly ever did, and even 

when I did so, I only complained inwardly. I 

didnôt want my parents to think I was being 

rebellious or something.ò 

   Rebellious for what?, I ask. ñRebellious for not 

following what other people think. Now I kind of 

regret not doing so, because if I had, they at 

least would have known how wrong I felt their 

attitudes and discrimination were.ò 

   Didnôt you say you did not care? I ask. She 

smiles brightly and replies, completely oblivious 

to my confusion. ñNow come to think about it, I 

think I DID care about that after all. But like what 

I said, what could I do?ò She gazes out the 

window, spacing out once again.   

 

ñIt was all natural back then. You cannot 

change something like that so easily.ò 
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Leadership course, a 

journey towards 
success.  
By Salina (Y13)  

 
   Once upon a timeéthe year 
12 & 13 students were put on 
an isolated island far away 

from home, with nothing to 
take with them other than 
their knowledge and self 

values. At first they had to 
build their own shelters and 
cook their own food. As hard 

as this task may seem, they 
were able to accomplish this 
within 2 hours time. With 3 

groups of teams and each 
team had a leader to motivate 
them, to guide them, to 

support each and every idea 
one person may have had.  

 
   The key to survival on this 
island was to put your body 

and mind to work. Rocks were 
climbed and arrows were shot, 
as the aim was to hunt down 

an animal. Having this 
experience was as if each and 
everyone of us was climbing 

over our own mountain of fear 
and shooting down every 
obstacle that is possessed in 

the words ñI can'tò.  The aim 
was to hunt that monster 
living inside all of us. The 

monster that eats away our 
ambitions and motivations to 
strive for success.  

  
   In the end, we were given 
one last mission, and that was 

to get home safely by 
traveling across the sea on a 
ship called ñleadershipò with 

no experience whatsoever but 
to depend on each otherôs 
knowledge and values. Along 

the way, we discovered the 
beauty within nature, the true 
colors of our team mates, and 

a look into the magic 
possessed in óteamworkô. 
 

   At first, some may have 
been deceived by the idea 
that since the only ship that 

will survive a storm is 
leadership therefore one must 
take the lead. But along this 

journey we have come to 
realize that we are all leaders 
in some ways, and the true 

magic of this journey appears 
as we became one, having our 
minds intertwine leading us on 

our way back home.  
 
   Along this journey we had 

the opportunity to take a 
glance into óadulthoodô, as we 
looked around us; we have 

come to take in the fact that 
the sky is our limit, and, as 

far as limitations go, no 
dream is too far out of reach. 
Although the depth of the 

ocean may be terrifyingly 
deep, and the fear of not 
knowing what lies beneath 

crawls into our skin, we must 
believe in our selves and take 
advantage of what we do 

know. Just like our future, 
what the future holds we will 

never know, but we must 
continue walking this path 
with confidence, taking 

advantage of our qualities, our 
talents.  
 

   We must continue the fight 
against the fear ñof not 
knowingò for as the ocean is 

wide and the earth is round, 
these facts are beyond our 
eyesight but as long as we 

keep the idea close to our 
heart and our mind it wonôt be 
too far at all. Even if we canôt 

seem to find that treasure we 
are searching for, it doesnôt 

mean itôs not there. With the 
determination set within our 
heart, at the right direction 

and with the immense power 
of our minds, together we will 
make it home, where victory 

awaits. The prize that not only 
one may claim to be his, it is 
the prize that could only exist, 

if all became one.  

Page 5 



The Lanna MESSENGER December 2009 

Year 1 & 2 Explorers and Learners    by Ms. Annick (Y1)  
    

   On Monday 16 th  November, Years 1 and 2 

went on a trip to Queen Sirikit Botanic Gardens.  

We have been learning all about plants and it 

was great to explore all the wonderful 

greenhouses full of different plants.  

 

Pictures :  Year 1 and 2 Have Fun Exploring 

Nature and Posting for Photos!  

 

[Right] Weôve seen these in cowboy films! 

 

[Bottom] Look at these huge leaves!  

   In November, we focused on our ñColorsò Unit.  

As an ending activity for this unit, we invited our 

parents to a ñRainbow Party.ò  Parents 

participated in three activities with us.  First, we 

made our own snack out of many different 

colored foods.  Then, we made rainbow butterflies 

with our parents (see picture).  Last, we went on 

a ñColor Huntò to find items in every color of the 

rainbow.  It was so much fun to celebrate with 

our Mums, Dads, Grandmas and Grandpas!  
 

   We have also done a ñJourneysò unit in 

Foundation Years.  We have done activities that 

center around travel and transportation.   During 

the months of November and December, we 

participated in many small field trips that gave us 

the opportunity to explore busses, airplanes, 

boats and trains.  We had a great time on our bus 

ride to the Royal Garden where we saw many 

different flowers, trees and bushes.    
 

   The Chiang Mai International Airport gave us a 

wonderful tour of different facilities in the 

building.  We were able to check - in and watch the 

airplanes take off and land.   
 

   For our water transportation week, we floated 

our hand -made boats in the shallow area of Huay 

Keaw Waterfall.   

 

 

    

We look forward to going to  

the train station in January.  We have 

learned a lot about transportation  

and have had great fun doing it!  
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November and December Activities for Foundations Years   by Ms. Kristen (FY2)  

Foundation kids enjoy making  

rainbow butterflies their Mums and Dads.  


