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Editor’s Drum
Rebecca (Year 12)

Have you ever stood in a museum, gazed upon a
priceless painting and thought to yourself, “I wish
I could do that”? Perhaps it was the last time you
read a masterpiece of literature. You wondered what
it took the author to conjure up such a timeless and
intricately woven story. Or maybe your mind races
upon hearing a classic and awe-inspiring piece of
music with notes from a piano created by a genius
on a level that is hard to fathom.
No doubt we all share a tinge of creative envy.
Contrary to popular belief though, we all have a
creative streak. Maybe it’s not in the areas typically
associated with being creative, but we all possess
the ability to create―to make something new and
valuable. Creativity is an indispensable facet of
human development: the ability to be imaginative,
to overcome challenges in unconventional ways,
to see things from several perspectives to embark
on a route to authenticity.
With that said, I present to you the theme of this
edition of the LQ: Cultivating Creativity. Amidst
such constant changes in our lives precipitated by
unprecedented circumstances, it can be hard to
channel your creativity, or even enjoy the artistic
activities you once used to. Although change
brings uncertainty, it also pushes open new space
for exploration and experimentation―seeing what
creative endeavours interest you. Our curated

selection of articles weaves in the role of creativity in
contributing to the competencies, values, attitudes,
and characteristics we want to nurture in ourselves
and others to grow as global citizens.
It has been a rather tumultuous beginning to the
academic year, starting with online learning for the
first month, to returning to school after almost half a
year of not stepping foot on campus, then going back
online for a while. Reflecting on the first semester
of 2021, we have kicked off the year with a few
Student Council events―no, not the Welcome Back
Dance―but two Game Nights and a Walkathon for
charity. In addition to our routine columns, a few new
additions including a short story and an account on
music improvisation and production are also featured
in this issue.
Hours of brainstorming, editing, writing, and formatting
went into the making of this magazine, and I’d like to
thank those committed people in the LQ Production
Team. Thank you, Alicia (Year 12) and Alice (Year
11), the new Assistant Editors, who poured their
creative and artistic ideas in, as well as Mr Nathan,
who smoothly coordinated the LQ. A huge thank
you to our contributors, student writers, teachers,
photographers, and artists (including Star and Fight
in Year 12, for the beautiful cover page and multiple
illustrations in the magazine). And finally, thank you,
dear reader, for picking up this issue of the LQ.
Enjoy your read!

Fight and Star (Year 12)

Alicia (Year 12) and Alice (Year 11)

LQ Senior Art Team

Assistant LQ Editors
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Rob’s Rundown
Mr Rob Stewart, Head of School

Relationships, Resilience, and
Communication
There is a new road being built: The Covid Expressway.
It’s being built as we drive on it! We still don’t know where the bends,
dangerous curves, and open lanes are, but we are all becoming experts
at adapting and staying on the road safely.
There are a number of driving forces (excuse the pun) that guide us
in staying safe on this Covid Expressway that I would like to identify
and expand upon in this article that will help us to build on LANNA’s
strength as a quality educational institution here in Chiang Mai.
As we now deal with vaccine rollouts, Covid numbers dropping, and
Thailand opening up to the international world again, we are also
met with mixed messages of lockdowns, campus closures, and
restrictions to student learning environments―a clear clash
with these indications of economic revival. The emotions
we are all experiencing need to be recognized and
hopefully managed by the school, teachers, families,
and the individual.
I want to address three of these driving forces that
can keep us on track.

Relationships
We need to purposefully re-establish what was a
interdependent relationship between parents, students,
and the school. The ability to connect virtually has
allowed us to maintain operational and educational
programmes―our students still learn and achieve
through this methodology. However, the benefits we
get from face-to-face interaction are diminishing.
Trust, humour, care, and belief have become fragile
attributes. We need human interaction and relationships
that allow these elements to flourish. We must take
every opportunity to connect and bring back the
physical interactions within our school community:
parents entering campus to run bake sales,
4
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attending parent-teacher conferences, or even decorating for Christmas, Songkran, and Chinese New
Year. Students need to connect with teachers, classmates, and coaches of sport, music, and drama. The
recovery of these common occurrences that happened pre-Covid must be our priority for re-establishing
the relationships we once had but certainly have not enjoyed these past two years.

Resilience
As we push ahead, our reservoir of inner reliance is drawn upon daily—if not several times a day. I feel
that these recent few months have challenged our resilience the most. Trying to understand and deal
with decisions that seem illogical to us can make us feel like throwing in the towel, but we simply can’t.
We must draw on the support of our family and friends to keep going.
I draw your attention to an example of our LANNA International Public Speaking Organization (LIPSO)
students that had planned a Chiang Mai Model United Nations (CMMUN) conference in partnership with
other Chiang Mai international schools. CMMUN saw students across several schools come together to
participate in the amazing world of international negotiations, debates, and resolutions. Our LANNA team
were the organisers this year. When at the last minute (days before the event was to happen) we were
directed to continue online learning, these student leaders could have easily postponed or cancelled this
event. But they didn’t. They didn’t give in. They stayed the course and ran the CMMUN virtually and with
great success for nearly 200 students. This resilience is inspiring for all of us. When you feel the “I give
up!” emotion, lean on your family, your colleagues, your classmates, and your inner strength. Because
despite the challenges put before us, we will endure. We will keep going!

Communication
I close with the simple yet powerful third element—communication. Talk! Parents, you need to find time
to hang out with your children and just talk. Talk with your children’s teachers. Talk with the school’s
Principals, and talk to me! I think I’ve met fewer than 10 parents, and I am into the fifth month of my Head
of School tenure. It’s crazy! LANNA students have shown us that they are staying the course and doing
remarkably well. But we need to be consciously aware that our relationships need maintaining through
explicit actions. Remember not to pass unfair judgement on family, friends and colleagues as we are all
experiencing many emotionally-straining circumstances. And care for each other. We need all of these
elements to re-establish the ‘caring community’ of LANNA that is truly at the heart of our school’s ethos.
My urgent plea to you all is to find a way to connect and reach out now—a simple phone call or text
message to an isolated loved one or colleague can make such a positive difference. And when we have
a chance to meet and participate in face-to-face events, jump at the chance! We need to ensure that we
can continue to build trust, care, and belief in each other. Together, LANNA rocks!
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Kevin’s
Corner
Mr Kevin Pugh, Secondary Principal

ARE WE DONE YET?!

As I write this, a number of countries have already decided it's time to open up and
adopt a "living with Covid" model. In Thailand, we are rapidly moving to a situation
where most people who have made the choice to be vaccinated will have had the
opportunity, including most of our Secondary students. Plans for opening up parts
of the country are already in place for the coming months, and it seems that the
country will be opening up sooner rather than later, with school restrictions being
eased as part of this.
What have the Covid restrictions meant for our Secondary school?
We no longer have the limitations that online learning imposed, but we most certainly
have barriers to human contact—physical screens on tables separating us whilst we
learn, and masks hiding our expression-filled faces—all barriers that are required
right now, but will be wonderful to see removed very soon.
Being back together in school for the past weeks has been a marvellous thing. We
really do learn better when we learn together—live interaction! It has certainly changed the perception of
many that schools may become a thing of the past, with all learning moving online. That idea completely
ignores the very real human need for live interaction. School is a place to learn, but clearly also so much
more—a place for warm and meaningful human interactions.
For the first time in my sixteen years at LANNA, there are huge numbers
of Y7 and Y8 students that I barely know, or even recognise—I am sad
to say. I find it incredibly hard to recognise students by their forehead
and hair, or to get to know students' personalities without ever seeing
the expressions on their faces. This is a challenge for me, but what
about new students joining the school, and only ever seeing the faces
of their peers during PE? How do you form friendships in this way?
When the barriers come down
I see a time, very soon, where the barriers come down, quite literally! I'm
looking forward to getting students together in assemblies to recognise
the many successes of our students, to seeing them working together
closely in groups, to seeing them playing sports at break and lunch, or
simply interacting with one another in a more physical way, as young people are wont to do.
I'm looking forward to meeting with parents at BBQs, or another lovely picnic down at Lanna Rock Garden, or
anywhere at all! PTO events seem almost a distant memory, but I look forward to a flurry of events as soon
as we are safely able to do so. How else do we get to know each other? Teachers, parents, students—we
all need human interaction… Are we done yet?
Getting involved and helping us to nurture new relationships
By the way, have you thought about joining the PTO to help us in organising the fun times to come, and
in nurturing human interactions between us all? You may be just the person we are looking for. I know we
need parents to help us in getting the PTO restarted. I'll be there to help. Come and join us—please! :-)
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Sarah’s Say
Ms Sarah Reynolds, Primary Principal

“...creativity is as important in education as literacy
and we should treat it with the same status.”
Sir Ken Robinson, British author, speaker and international
advisor on education

Creativity is all around us, and I see evidence of it
as I walk around visiting different classrooms and
see our learners engaged on a daily basis (seeing
their ‘shining eyes’ as I like to put it). Our Schoolwide
Learning Objectives (SLOs) are part of cultivating
creativity in our students. Creativity belongs to this
widely-regarded list of 21st-century skills needed
by young people today:

Jiamei

So how do we foster it? How do we cultivate it and
why is it so important?
I often try to find stories about people who inspire
others to be more and do more, and Thomas is one
of those people who I believe could possibly be the
most creative person in the world. At an early age,
Thomas had a hard life, being very sick when he
was young, causing him to have hearing problems
throughout his life. Thomas didn’t do well in school
and eventually was homeschooled by his mother,
who was a teacher. He loved to be imaginative and
was often found ‘tinkering’ with things at home. When

he was 19, Thomas began his first job working for
a telecommunications company. He loved sending
messages in Morse Code and eventually made much
needed improvements to several machines used
during this period.
Thomas loved being creative and using his imagination
so much that he eventually quit his full time job to
focus solely on inventing. During his lifetime, he was
instrumental in 1,093 patents! In fact, his most famous
invention was the electric incandescent light bulb,
which allowed for homes to have electrical lighting. It
had taken two whole years and over three thousand
different ways of designing, inventing and making just
the incandescent light bulb—not to mention his other
contributions. Even when times were tough, Thomas
never stopped being creative, thinking critically, solving
problems and coming up with new ideas. He is an
inspiration to us all. I wonder how many of us have
the resilience that Thomas must have demonstrated
during his lifetime as well as his creativity.
Creativity is something that is harnessed and promoted
at LANNA from our Art Showcases, to the Drama
production of Beauty and the Beast, to our STEAM
programmes built into our IPC units, to art lessons;
in fact, it permeates the curriculum LANNA offers.
For instance, science students must establish which
factor affects the growth of a plant or how to classify
rocks. They use their creativity to design investigations
to carry out collaboratively, reaching conclusions
to demonstrate their understanding. Teachers plan
inquiry-based learning where the children create, design
and make to solve a problem. For example, Year 4
learners create, design and make an earthquakeresistant house.
Thomas Edison is rumoured to have said that "Genius
is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine percent
perspiration," which basically means it is hard work
developing an idea. Our students learn more by
doing and at LANNA, we know that teaching our
students how to think instead of what to think
inspires creativity in abundance.
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Kate’s Update
Ms Kate Elizabeth Fenton, Early Years Principal

“Think left and think right and think low and think high.
Oh, the thinks you can think up if you only try!’’ - Dr Seuss
Creativity is the freest form of self-expression.
We, as Early Years teachers, have observed year
after year how fulfilling and satisfying it is for our
students to express themselves without judgement.
They have time to create something from their own
experiences and incorporate their personal feelings
into their masterpieces, which in turn nurtures their
emotional health. The experiences that parents and
teachers give these children in the first few years of
their lives can significantly enhance the development
of their creativity ‘building blocks’ for life.

Being part of an international community allows our
students at LANNA to draw on a wider and varied
range of experiences to share and inspire them.
From sharing these diverse experiences, students
learn to be more open-minded.

How do teachers facilitate students' creativity?
Teachers, as facilitators, need to allow students
enough time to develop their creativity for planning,
designing, constructing and experimenting. As a
teacher, I remember giving the students a space in
the classroom where they could leave their projects
to be continued the next day. The worst feeling for
students is when they have spent a lot of time on
their masterpieces and suddenly they are asked to
tidy up and put them back into the box. We also need
to emphasise to the students that the importance
lies in the process and not the finished product.
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They have time and freedom to try out new ideas
as well as experiment to build on old ideas and
strategies used.
Teachers need to move away from the old style
of teaching where they controlled the classroom
environment and transition to a style where students
are open to new and original ideas with ownership
over their learning. For example,we should avoid toys
and activities that dictate everything for their students
and leave nothing to their individual imagination.
Creativity in action: Dinosaur Detectives
Recently, the Reception teachers invited the parents
into school to take part in the Entry Point to their
new IEYC unit: Dinosaur Detectives. The students
had an amazing time playing detectives and trying
to solve a mystery. They were surprised when they
entered the jungle classroom and found a gigantic
footprint left by a mysterious animal. They followed
other footprints all over the Early Years campus and
discovered enormous eggs. They made predictions
about what could hatch out of the eggs and drew
pictures of their ideas. Some predicted an ostrich,
some said a chicken, and some of them were sure
that it would be a dinosaur. Then the teachers
revealed the mystery! While capturing the students’
creativity, we are also capturing their curiosity and
hooking them into the learning process.
We have observed in the last few years that students
are struggling to master the skills necessary to develop
their creativity. Parents and teachers are hearing
children say ‘I’m bored!’ more often than before,
and why is this? We believe this is down to them
having too much screen time, being overstimulated
and not being used to being with their own thoughts
as much, leading to them struggling with developing
their creativity. Children need to spend more time
connecting with their environment to develop the
necessary skills to fully embrace their creativity.

L’il Munchkins
"We have the opportunity to CREATE THE FUTURE
and decide what that’s like." - Mae Jemison

STEAM for Early Years children falls under the
umbrella of inquiry instruction. This approach to
learning supports hands-on experiences that bolster
an understanding of new vocabulary, critical thinking,
problem-solving, communication and reflection skills.
Teachers, as facilitators, create opportunities for
their students to learn about the world around them
through STEAM lenses and by asking open-ended
questions. Students are given the space and time
to approach problems in new and unique ways.
In Early Years, our teachers are adding a makerspace
area to their classrooms, where they can build a
culture by quite simply turning a bookshelf or corner
into a makerspace. Often in these areas, teachers
will have stackable storage baskets, clear labelled
storage and a table available where students can
explore, engineer, tinker, invent, problem-solve, test
and discover. This does take some organisation from
the teachers to set up; however, once this space is
created the children take over and the teacher’s role
is then to step back, observe, facilitate, and scaffold.
We are fortunate to have a STEAM coordinator
at LANNA, and Ms Ashley spends time working
collaboratively with our teachers to create these
spaces and make them as effective as possible for
our students whilst achieving our schoolwide goal
of developing STEAM.

We are encouraging our students to THINK, CREATE,
and SHARE their ideas while allowing them to have
space and time to leave their projects as a work
in progress to be developed, fostering a ‘carry on’
approach. With this space and time, they can then
learn strategies to identify and solve problems that
may arise which enables them the opportunity to
fail and to build on their Knowledge, Skills and
Understanding (KSU). STEAM is not about showing
students what the final piece of work should look like
with step-by-step instructions to produce identical
work, but rather a self-guided approach to produce
creative and original projects.

One example of STEAM from our Early Years
students involves an exploration of houses and homes
around the world. The children went on a virtual trip
to Antarctica and discussed how it would feel to
live there. Then, they constructed different houses
following a 3-step design process (Think, Create,
Share) in their STEAM lessons. They were able to
explain why people build different types of houses.
We are preparing our students with a 21st-century
skillset for jobs that don’t exist yet. The stairway to
success is now a labyrinth, and STEAM skills are
essential for their future successes. It is a global
effort in moving forward in education, catering for
unique intelligence and focusing on this process of
discovery.
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Alumni Stories
Bonita and Barali (Class of 2021)

At LANNA, staying connected with our former students is an integral part of maintaining our
caring community. The multi-talented twins, Bonita and Barali, talk about how they have settled
into their new university and their prospective plans.

After a somewhat long half-gap year between graduating from LANNA
and starting university, Barali and I moved to Melbourne, Australia from
Chiang Mai, Thailand in January 2021 to start a Bachelor of Science
at the University of Melbourne. We decided to enroll in a residential
college―similar to a dorm but with catering and lots of planned activities
throughout the year―to help with the transition between secondary
school and university. Especially during Covid, it was a very good way
to meet new people and find a community at a time when most social
gatherings were restricted.

Barali
I have chosen more Maths
and Physics subjects for my
first year of university and
look to major in Mechanical
Engineering. Half of my
university lectures were on
campus in the first semester
so I still got to explore the
facilities quite a bit and enjoy
university life. There was also
a small overlap between the
content covered in A levels
and the first year of university
and so it was not a difficult
transition. In my second year
of university, I hope to undertake an internship in
my area of interest. After my Bachelor of Science, I
will probably continue with university and apply for
a Master’s Degree. Melbourne has been a really
great city for students with heaps of access to public
transport and so many things to see and do.
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Bonita
For my first year, I have mostly chosen Biology and
Chemistry focused subjects. However, the University
of Melbourne also has a requirement that students
study a breadth subject each semester (a subject not
in your field of study). I took this opportunity to take
Criminology and a historical philosophy subject called
From Plato to Einstein. So far,
I have thoroughly enjoyed my
subjects, which have furthered
my interests in pursuing
a major in immunology or
physiology. If this interest
continues, I am planning
on enrolling in postgraduate
medicine. Although we went
into lockdown at the end of
my first semester and classes
are back online again, I am
really enjoying my first year
at university and cannot wait
to be back on campus again,
which will hopefully be soon!

How the LANNA Student
Council hosts events
during a pandemic
Stephen (Year 13) and Tee (Year 13), President and Vice President
It is without a doubt that the global pandemic has restricted
us from many things—one of them being the Student
Council’s ability to host in-person events! Unfortunately,
we have not been able to host one of our fun school
dances in the past one and a half years, including the
grand end-of-year Prom in 2020 or 2021. With the start
of this school year being online, we came together as a
council to get our creative juices flowing and brainstormed
what activities we could do despite the strict restrictions
placed upon us. Therefore, we decided to host Game
Night and WalkAThon!
Being online was taxing for most students on many levels;
therefore, we created Game Night to give students a
little bit of fun to celebrate their hard work after hours
of online school. Lasting four hours over two nights, it
was filled with exciting games including Slappyball, Chess, Minecraft and a
trivia Kahoot created by the Events Coordinators. The Student Council’s very
own President, Stephen (Year 13), and House Liaison Officer, Sam (Year 13),
masterfully commentated the event as it was streamed on Twitch. We aimed to
do something different to boost student morale, and judging by reactions from
viewers and players, we did just that. Many people tuned in for the stream,
expressing their enthusiasm for the games and rooting for the players in the
live chat. We would like to thank all players for participating and everyone
involved in organizing such a successful event.
With students stuck at home, we tried to think of ways to incentivize any
physical activity other than clicking a mouse. This is where the WalkAThon came in, a charity event where
students were sponsored to perform any form of exercise. After a month, we raised 4,020 baht for Philanthropy
Connections, a non-profit organization that supports people in vulnerable situations. Thank you to everyone
who participated and helped fundraise!
Now that we are back at school and hosting meetings every Wednesday, we hope that we are able to host
in-person events for the rest of the year. We plan to host a Movie Night and a Halloween-themed Scavenger
Hunt on Friday, the 29th of October to allow students to spend time after school and socialize with each other.
Thank you for everyone’s continuous support towards the council. We hope to represent the student body
and provide everyone with an enjoyable experience outside the classroom!
11

Shal it

Ms Joanna Whitehouse
Head of Library Services

To read classics or not to read classics:
that is the question...
I count myself really lucky that in my job as librarian
I get to work with a whole range of age groups. I
think it is really important that children of all ages
have the opportunity to Read for Pleasure, and this
is something that the library service fully facilitates
by having dedicated reading and library sessions
for all children from Y1 to Y9.
During these sessions, I have noticed a recent
increase in students asking for, or reading, classic
texts. This trend concerns me for a few reasons.
Firstly, I believe that these requests are not coming
from students, but from parents. As a parent, it is
fantastic to encourage your child to read, but classic
texts might not be the best thing for your child to be
reading in their free time. We think of the classics
as the perfect example of excellence in literature;
however, they might actually be detrimental to the
development of your child’s English skills.
We all recognise that reading is a great boost to
English skills for students, but the language of the
classics is not going to be the language that children
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are hearing or learning at school. The words, historical
references, and syntax in these books will make
it much harder for children to engage in the story,
particularly if English is not their first language.
I am a great proponent of letting children read what
they want to read, whether that text be “too easy”
or “too hard” for them. Studies have shown that
Reading for Pleasure has positive impacts on both
education and personal development of children. A
report by the National Literacy Trust published in
2019, showed that children who enjoy reading are
five times more likely to read above their expected
level than those children who don’t enjoy reading.
Therefore, we need to make sure that reading is
an enjoyable activity for children, and so if they find
something that interests them, half the battle is won.
It doesn’t matter if we, as adults, find the book silly,
pointless or too easy. If a child is engaged in the
book, that is where many of the benefits of Reading
for Pleasure are gained, such as creativity, empathy,
vocabulary, tolerance, confidence, writing skills and
relaxation to name just a few, as well as helping to
develop a lifelong love of reading.
I understand that as a parent you might be in
the position of wanting your child to read but not
knowing what to suggest other than the classics
you read as a child or at school. However, over the
last 25 years, there has been an explosion in the
publishing world of young adult fiction. There are
many extremely talented authors out there writing

specifically for teenagers. I particularly like the website
LoveReading4Schools.co.uk for suggestions of great
books, and they have reading lists by year group,
topic interest, and for reluctant readers.
If your child attends LANNA, you are lucky in that
both school libraries are staffed by qualified and
experienced school librarians who, I assure you, are
more than willing to make suggestions of great books
suitable for your child. Our job as a school librarian
is to point a child in the right direction according to
their likes and dislikes.
The classics are classics for a reason—they have
stood the test of time and represent great writing,
universal themes and cultural context. However,
I would argue that the classics are best read in

a controlled environment, in an English class
with a teacher who is an expert and can guide
children through the complexities of the text. A
school curriculum will provide plenty of opportunities
for students to experience the classics in this way.
Therefore, we should allow children to choose their
own books to read in their free time, and be assured
that they will still be improving their English skills
and enjoying what they read!
With that in mind, here are a few books that I would
consider to be classics in the making. They may not
yet have the longevity of the classics, but I think the
brilliant writing will stand the test of time and delight
readers of all ages.

The Bromeliad Trilogy by Terry
Pratchett
This fantasy trilogy consists of
“Truckers”, "Diggers" and "Wings",
a funny and intelligent series of
stories about a race of little people
struggling to survive in a world full
of humans. Great for children who
are beginning to be confident in
reading independently.

The Chaos Walking
Trilogy by Patrick Ness
Prentisstown isn’t like
other towns. Everyone
can hear everyone else’s
thoughts in a constant,
overwhelming Noise.
There is no privacy.
There are no secrets. Then Todd Hewitt unexpectedly
stumbles on a spot of complete silence. Which is
impossible. And now he’s going to have to run…
This science fiction trilogy begins with “The Knife of
Never Letting Go”, the second title is “The Ask and
the Answer” and the third book is “Monsters of Men”.
I recommend this trilogy for students aged 12-16.

Beetle Boy Trilogy by M. G. Leonard
Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect
drops out of the trouser leg of his horrible new
neighbour. It's a giant beetle—and it seems to want
to communicate. But how can a boy be friends with
a beetle? This adventure series starts with “Beetle
Boy”, then “Beetle Queen” and ends with “Battle of
the Beetles”. Suitable for 8 to 12 year olds, although
I enjoyed it and I’m much older than that!
His Dark Materials Trilogy by Philip Pullman
These thrilling steampunk adventures tell the story
of Lyra and Will, two ordinary children on a perilous
journey through shimmering haunted otherworlds.
They will meet witches and armored bears, fallen
angels and soul-eating specters. And in the end, the
fate of both the living, and the dead, will rely on them.
The first book is “Northern Lights”, followed by “The
Subtle Knife” and finishes with “The Amber Spyglass”.
I would recommend these books to children aged
12 and up, and have read them many times over.

Arc of a Scythe Trilogy by Neal
Shusterman
In a world where disease, war and
crime have been eliminated, the only
way to die is to be randomly killed
("gleaned") by professional scythes.
Citra and Rowan are teenagers who
have been selected to be scythes'
apprentices, and despite wanting
nothing to do with the vocation,
they must learn the art of killing and understand the
necessity of what they do. This dark, clever, dystopian
trilogy consists of “Scythe”, “Thunderhead” and “The
Toll”. This is a series that I think everyone over the
age of 14 should read. Shusterman’s flawless writing
poses so many philosophical questions; it sticks with
you long after you’ve finished reading.
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Robotics in the
Medical Field
Archie (Year 8)

In the future, people imagine healthcare
will be almost instantaneous, but science
fiction never explains how that works. The
possibility of advanced healthcare using
robots may be more science than fiction.
The progress made by scientists David
J. Cappelleri and Mark Crawford has
shown that the use of artificial intelligence
in the medical field will be the future of
healthcare. Innovation is happening at a
faster rate than you think...
Millions of people die every year due
to human error in medical practice,
but we can save those people with
Mae
the implementation of robots. Artificial
intelligence is infinitely more accurate
than humans and this means that more
people can be helped with less risk of
human error. This will likely make surgery cheaper since the robots can be mass-produced. Robots are
also often cheaper than human labour, meaning that more people can be helped — especially in lowerincome countries where many people are dying due to a lack of accessible and affordable healthcare.
Rehabilitation is also an important part of the healthcare industry and is usually a long process that can
take months. However, these times can be shortened with the help of robotics. This technology can be
seen in society today, and rehabilitation is one of the areas of healthcare that is already utilizing robotics
to help people, with robots shortening rehabilitation times in the past few years. Is there still room for
improvement? The answer to that question is dependent on cost. The initial investment in robots can be
quite expensive, but the overall costs compared to human labour is very efficient. With time, the prices
can be lowered to the point that hopefully all countries will be able to afford this type of technology.
Detection and prevention are most likely going to be major factors in the future of healthcare. People
can be saved from even the most dangerous diseases if they are detected soon enough and treated
adequately. Misdiagnosis and late diagnoses can both be stopped with robotics. A small implant could
theoretically track all of your bodily changes and alert you before they become a medical emergency.
For example, if your blood pressure rises or lowers abnormally, you would receive an alert and would be
advised to go to the hospital. This has the potential to save millions of lives — even just for the example
I used previously. Low or high blood pressure kills 7.5 million people per year.
The future of medicine may look very different from what we see today and it could very well be one of
the first industries that replace humans with a far more accurate robot. A change on this scale may seem
laughable today, but in due time, it may seem like a daunting truth that is soon to happen.
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Which LANNA Primary and Secondary
teachers do these baby photos belong to?
Take a guess, then see page 27 for the answers!

We’ve asked two of LANNA’s finest educators to list the top things that
they would like to persuade you, the dear reader of the LQ, to consign
to oblivion forever and so send to their Room 101!

Mr Brookes, Secondary History
1. Palm oil - responsible for 1/4 of
deforestation of Indonesia's primary forests
over the last 20 years and the near extinction
of already endangered species like the
orangutan, pygmy elephant and Sumatran
rhino; it cannot be sustainably farmed, leaving
soil exhausted and infertile.
2. Cancel culture - however offensive statues of known slave owners may be, they belong
in museums, otherwise, how can we teach future generations about them and (what is
wrong with) what they stood for?
3. Nestlé - the world's largest consumer goods company and probably the most immoral.
Currently the world's largest privatiser of public water sources, Nestlé also robs
communities around the globe of their access to clean drinking water.
4. Country music - lyrically inane, awful instrumentation and ridiculous singing voices ...
no wonder your wife/ boyfriend/ dog left you! (Sorry, Mr Nathan... but Johnny Cash, on
his own, cannot rescue the genre.)

Ms Jose, Primary Music
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Walking in graveyards at night time
Angry faces
Guns
Accidentally walking in cow poo... I’m from New Zealand
Electric fences
Bungee jumping... How could you just jump into nothing like that?
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Alone
Quin (Year 12)

Star
Fight &

The sun was sinking into the horizon of the ocean, much like my crashed plane. I was the
only survivor. Washed up onto an island, where I watched the future sink into the sea. Alone.
I stood from the beach and stared at the orange fire that set the sky ablaze, and tears
filled my eyes. That flight had been taking my wife and I to our honeymoon, and now she was
gone. Mara. Alone. Ticking. I stared at my wrist in disbelief. One of my wedding gifts, a watch,
adorned it. Apparently, it was tougher than I had realized, and it had survived. A thought struck
me then. An absurd thought. An insane thought. The thought that would keep me alive for the
next three years.

"As long as this watch keeps time, I am connected to the lives of
everyone I know. I know when my friends finish work. I know when my
family eats dinner. I know when society does what it does, and so through
the shared experience of time, I can stay connected to the people I love."
Through the dark and fear-filled nights, I would cling to this belief as one would to a life raft
in stormy waters. It was my sole hope as chance of rescue faded into the years past. I became
obsessed with the watch, and my belief became a kind of religion. Empty, but all I had left. I
would stare at the watch for hours, mapping the lives of the people I knew.
Ensnared in this mad trance, a fear began to fill me as the months went by. What happens
when the watch battery runs out? The watch would stop ticking of course, but I feared what
that meant. True isolation. An abyss from which I dreaded I could never return. It loomed in the
hazy future, dark and clouded, but as certain as the sunset. There was no escaping it unless
I was rescued. It was my apocalypse. The severing of my link to the world. To everyone I ever
knew. I feared this inevitable doomsday as the prophets feared the day of wrath, and my dread
consumed me.
Slowly but surely over those three years, I descended into madness on that island. Then,
in what were to be my final days, Mara stepped foot onto that forsaken beach. I wept to see her
face again.
18

She stood over me, staring down at what was left of her broken husband. “It’s alright,
Cam. I’m here now.”
“But where have you been?” I asked desperately.
She laughed gently. “Oh, you know; here, there, all over really.”
I nodded, not understanding.
“It doesn’t matter. I’m here now, Cam.” She looked me in my eyes, a kind expression on
her soft face. “And I’m here to stay with you, keep you company, at least until the end.”
“So the end is near?”
She nodded. “That watch of yours is nearly finished, but a ship is coming to take you
away. We can wait for it together.”
“Will the watch die before the ship arrives?” I had to know.
She looked sad. “I don’t know.” She sat down and looked out to the blue horizon.
I joined her and made to wrap my arm around her. She dodged my attempt and laughed.
“We can cuddle once we’re off this island. I don’t want this to become our honeymoon.”
I wanted to hold her in my arms so much, but she was right. So we waited side by side, in
loving silence. The only sounds were the hush of the waves and the ticking of the watch. Days
passed. We sat, not moving, waiting together for the end.
At daybreak on the third day, she rose suddenly and I strained my eyes to the distance.
There was a dark blot on the brightening horizon. She jumped up and started to shout and wave
her arms frantically. I joined her and slowly the blot started to get larger, growing into a distant
ship, and then into a less distant ship. We laughed maniacally, doubled over in relief. She looked
at me, her face aglow with a joyous smile, the light of the rising sun touching her features. I was
about to return the smile when I realized that I could no longer hear ticking.
Heart pounding, I stared at the motionless hands of the watch. My own hands shook. The
abyss. But then I looked at Mara. She was here. I didn’t need the watch. I smiled back at her.
Her smile turned sad. “You need to go the rest of the way now, Cam. I have gone as far
as I can.” She started to wade into the sea.
“No! Stay with me! I can’t be alone!” I chased after her and caught the air, as my hallucination
faded. I fell to my knees and the salty water splashed my crying face. In that moment I was truly
and totally alone. I tasted nothingness, utter and complete. And the nothingness filled me.
It was a weeping shell the sailors hauled on board and returned home.
I tried to pick up the pieces of my life, but failed; so I moved cities. Full of emptiness, I
chased something. A hope perhaps. That maybe there was someone out there that had shared
what I had felt. That maybe we could be alone together.
I met a woman named Evelyn, and I
fell in love again. I got counselling and the
nothingness slowly began to fill. I realized that
maybe I wasn’t alone, and perhaps I never
was. The watch had only been a construct,
hollow of meaning. But Evelyn had existed
during that moment of isolation. I just hadn’t
known her yet.
Now I’m on a plane, and we are flying
to our honeymoon. I am not alone, and I know
now that I never was. Just because you can’t
see anyone, doesn’t mean you are alone. You
must simply have faith that they are still there,
holding out for you, waiting. Just like you.
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Archie (Year 8), Daniel (Year 10)

The pandemic has affected everyone differently. A common analogy used to describe the pandemic has
been, “We are all in the same storm, but we are in different boats.” For some, quarantine is optimal:
a moment of reflection, of reconnection. For others, this is a desperate crisis. For others, it is facing
loneliness. For some, it is peace, rest time, and vacation. However, a common stance among the LANNA
community, which I think we can all agree on, is that it hasn't always been easy and has been difficult to
get through, whether it be emotionally, socially, or physically. This pandemic has also changed how one
will experience everyday life once this is all over.
After conducting interviews with members of the LANNA community, one of the more common themes
that emerged was that the last two years have been a very lonely experience. Even if staying in contact
via virtual methods, people felt there was still a certain social aspect which was missing. Another social
aspect that was missing was the ability to go out with friends and take that needed break from work, and
not having that outlet for a break negatively affected their school work effort.
The pandemic has changed how many people view their mental
health. Whether it has shined a light on a problem or exacerbated
an issue, it has almost unanimously had a negative effect on
people's health. During the online period, many students have
felt pressure that was placed on them due to the pandemic.
Younger students have been progressing through important
developmental stages in their lives, and older students feel the
pressure and uncertainty of exams looming—not to mention
the thought of having to leave LANNA and where to go next.
Online learning brought a clash of how people use their respective
personal spaces. Having to work in areas which your brain
thought to be a place of relaxation (like your bedroom), and
then having to change that hurt many people’s work ethic and
their ability to focus.
Many students and teachers felt the hardest part of the pandemic
was not being able to socialise or take that much-needed break
from sitting and gazing at a textbook or screen, and many tried
to fill that break with something else. A small virtue of online
learning was the discovery of new things, a substantial number
of people learnt something new or changed something about
how they live their lives. Making that change has helped them
get through a difficult period in their life.
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Ms Nicole's Top Tips
for Wellbeing
The COVID-19 pandemic and its associated social distancing and self-isolation
measures have transformed the everyday fabric of society, as Archie and Daniel
outlined above. In times of such extreme crisis and change it's very easy to get caught
up with our own struggles and to feel isolated from our own community. While we firstly
need to look after our own well-being, we also need to remember that everyone is
struggling in their own way and a simple kind gesture can help someone in a profound
way. During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,
let us find ways to care for and be connected to our neighbours and loved ones. If
people are feeling disconnected then try to make eye contact with people, smile at
strangers, and have those difficult conversations with your friends and loved ones: a
conversation that shares vulnerabilities and challenges, one that doesn’t talk about
the current affairs.
- Ms Nicole Smith, Whole School Counsellor

Take some time to think about
what boat you are in and what
things you are thankful for while
we all endure this storm.

What ways can you reach out to
people in your home, your class,
your team or your neighbours to
find out how they truly are?

What stories have you heard
that showcase unexpected acts
of kindness?

Reflect on what ways you
can make yourself and
others feel better through
self-reflection, connection,
learning and giving.

Reflect on what you are filling your free time with. What media are you
watching? Is it serving you and making you happy or is it perpetuating
the anxiety and uncertainty within you?
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Video Game Review:
Connor (Year 12)

Have you ever wished for an idyllic farm life in
the mid-European countryside where you raise
your children, water your crops, and fight bizarre
enemies to uncover the magical secrets that the
valley holds? Well, Stardew Valley is the perfect
game for your escapism of the pressures present
in the modern world.
In this role-playing life simulation, you are a farmer
who has quit their corporate job to fulfill their
grandfather’s dying wish of continuing the legacy of
his farm in Stardew Valley. Within the game, you are
introduced to multiple characters, who can be seen
going about their days in the area known as Pelican
Town. The more you interact and give gifts to these
characters, the more of the story you will uncover
and some may even develop feelings towards your
farmer and want to settle down on your farm.
Speaking of the farm, it is a substantial chunk of the
map where you can set up vast fields of crops with
an automated sprinkler system, a coop and a barn
area for all of your fluffy friends to live (and produce
massive sums of wealth while they do so). An upgraded
coop lets you incubate eggs to get more chickens
and ducks than before, incubating any other type
of egg could result in… well, you will have to find
out for yourself. Although it is an overgrown mess
to begin with, when the farm is finally cleared, it is
a blank canvas for all your ideas of a perfect farm
layout to come to life .
While planting and growing your crops for massive
22

amounts of profit may be the main appeal of the
game, there is also one feature that differentiates
this game from others of similar nature―the
combat system. In Stardew Valley, there is an area
known as the mines, which is an essential place
for gathering materials to better your equipment
at the local blacksmith. However, in these mines,
there are enemies such as slimes, bats, ghosts, tiny
dragons, and even dinosaurs! You will be given a
basic weapon to defend yourself after entering the
mines, with opportunities to get better and better
weapons the further down the mines you go.
To keep you engaged
with the characters
around the town,
there are seasonal
festivals. Each comes
with its own unique
gimmick for you
to take part in: the
Egg Hunt in spring,
where you have to
find the most eggs
within a certain time
limit; the Dance of
the Moonlight Jellies
in summer, where you watch a beautiful scene with
glowing jellyfish along the seafront; the Stardew
Valley Fair in autumn, where you play mini-games
and have an exhibition of all your hard work for that
year; the Festival of Ice in winter, where you get to
put your fishing skills to the test against the very
best in the village; and so much more for you to
discover for yourself.
I have played this game for around 10 months and
have over 76 hours of game time―even with all
that time I am still only around 65% complete, which
goes to show how much content and story there is
to explore within this game. I highly recommend it
from an artistic point of view as well because the
art style and colour choices for certain areas are
truly magical. Whether you are trying to wind down
after a long day, or you want to channel your inner
farmer, or contribute to a creative town, Stardew
Valley could be your next choice.

Meet the New Teachers!

Get to know the new teachers in our community
Ms Erin (Primary Librarian)
Hello! My name is Ms Erin, and I am from the USA. Some interesting facts
about me are that I have an identical twin sister, my favourite book is "The White
Dragon", which is written by my favourite author Anne McCaffrey, and this is my
10th year working as a school librarian!
Mr Craig (Year 5 Teacher)
Hi, everyone! My name is Craig. I am from England and have been living
in Thailand for over 5 years now. The first thing I ever taught was breakin'
(breakdancing) classes to children when I was in England in my late teens
and early twenties. The enjoyment I got from this led me towards a career as
an educator. I look forward to getting to know more of the LANNA community
in the future!
Mr Simon (Whole-school English Support)
I started running a few years ago. It's a good way to clear your mind and an
easy way to keep fit. I like it because you don't need any equipment and can
do it pretty much anywhere. I'm not fast at all... I tend to plod along in my own
time listening to music or a podcast. I ran a couple of half marathons before
moving to Thailand but haven't entered any events here yet. If you know of
any good ones coming up, let me know! (I’m the guy in the blue on the left!)
Mr Suresh (Secondary Maths Teacher)
Hi, I am Suresh, father of two children, from Sri Lanka. My interests are wideranging but I love to explore the world around me and seek out interesting
places to visit, including tasting different food. I love cooking during my free
time as well.

Dr Adam (Secondary Biology Teacher)
Hello, my name is Dr Adam. I enjoy petting and playing with my 9 cats, soon
to be 14 cats—does anyone want to adopt a kitten? I also enjoy beating my
3-year-old daughter in chess; her understanding of tactical and strategic
nuances is mediocre at best.

Mr Phillip (Secondary Science Teacher)
Hi, everyone. It's great to be back here in Chiang Mai and back teaching at
LANNA again. I taught here for ten years from 2006 to 2016 and it really feels
like I've come back home. It's been great catching up with all of my friends,
and I'm still working my way through all of the delicious Thai food that I've
been craving these last five years.
Mr Austin (Secondary Humanities Teacher)
Hi everyone! While I might come across as a pretty straight-laced person,
I do have another side to me that likes to enjoy life and not take things too
seriously. For example, I used to play the drums in hard rock and punk rock
bands, and although the days of aspiring to be a rock star are long gone—
having been replaced with lesson planning and changing diapers—I still find
time to rock out!
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LIPSO Presents!
DEBATE: "The police are justified in using
force against protesters."
Mitch and Thiri (Year 9)

Proposition (Mitch, Year 9)
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Opposition (Thiri, Year 9)

A protester is defined as a person
who publicly demonstrates their stro
ng objection to something.
Disproportionate use of force can
turn a peaceful protest into a viol
ent one, as research and
multiple incidents have shown. Jus
tifying police violence against pro
tes
ters is absurd, and I will
be presenting two main points to
support this.
Firstly, we need to understand tha
t using violence against protesters
that blatantly portrays the govern
is an inconsiderate act
ment's irresponsibility from their
abuse of power and status.
Throughout history, it has been
shown that violence has multip
le negative implications on
protesters, which adds even mo
re violence to the already chaotic
protests, making protesters
aggressive. It fuels their emotions
and causes them to become more
aggravated and violent. With
this being a current issue around
the world, we do not need to look
far for an example. Like the
protests occurring in Thailand, it’s
not the protesters’ fault. Research
shows that Thai authorities
have repeatedly deployed reckles
s and violent tactics to quell the cou
ntry's burgeoning youths.
Further examples include Thai aut
horities firing chemicals and sho
oting rubber bullets at close
range. News reports with evidenc
e also stated that Thai authorities
planted government officials
in protests to create chaos so tha
t the Thai authorities could use viol
ence with a suitable excuse.
If the government will go out of the
ir way to intentionally create a situ
ation that will allow them
to deploy police violence, the viol
ence is unnecessary. The Univer
sal Declaration of Human
Rights, articles 19 and 20 combin
ed, clearly states that protesters
have the right to express and
promote their moral ideas passion
ately, and define their common inte
rests freely. This means it's
legal (and a fundamental human
right) to protest peacefully, and pro
testers, by law, shouldn't be
punished by authorities of any kind
.
Secondly, using violence against
protesters creates an unsafe env
ironment, opening more
chances to lessen the gap in tou
rism. It can cause a massive dec
rease in the national income
earned by tourism, causing the
economy to fall. This harms bot
h government officials and
industries dependent on tourism as
well as the people employed in it.
It puts the country’s people
and economy at risk.
Furthermore, individuals also clai
med that at the start, protests wer
e not violent. The cause of
the violence was when police offi
cers decided to use police brutalit
y.
In summary, the policy of using viol
ence against harmless and peacef
ul individuals should never
be justified and is an act that aut
horities should be punished for sup
porting. It benefits nobody,
and it causes the country's econom
y to fall. Why would we allow any
government to have enough
power to silence us all?
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My Journey
Through Music
Angelo (Year 12)

Where do I even begin with music? I’ve loved music for
as long as I can remember. I was lucky enough to have
a father who would play a wide range of music in the car.
From the bright British rock sounds of Oasis and Blur to
the sublimely lyrical electronic artists like Kendrick Lamar,
Jay-Z and Kanye West. After a year of being introduced,
I would come to appreciate and then love the innovative,
depressing, and sometimes ecstatic Radiohead.
In many ways, music has shaped who I am today. The very
depth of my experience, and even my ability to articulate
my thoughts and feelings, at least in some part, stems from
music. At the age of five, I took piano lessons and then left
the keyboard that my family bought to help me practice
under the staircase to collect dust. A year later, I took
guitar lessons. I was not diligent and found it hard to feel
enthusiasm and enjoyment in playing the instrument. That
was until I moved to Laos. There, I had a lot more time on
my hands and was encouraged to pursue hobbies—ones
that would hold my attention and keep me engaged. So I
decided to pick up the guitar a bit more seriously.
I must have been nine at the time when something amazing
began to happen. I started to love the sounds which resonated
in the body of the guitar and rejoiced in the sounds those
metallic strings made. I began to love playing music. I still
remember sitting on a soft blue couch playing along to
OutKast’s ‘Hey Ya!’. I would go from OutKast to the Beatles
to Radiohead to Nirvana on my acoustic six-string. Then I
moved back to Chiang Mai and another musical evolution
happened. I heard the song ‘Eruption’. I know I may sound
like a large number of guitarists when I say that this song
made me want to play more, play faster and above all,
play electric. After some pleading and convincing, I got
an electric guitar, an amp, and then a few pedals. With
the love of electric guitar came the love of metal and rock
music. The music was technically stepped up and I was
more invested in my playing than ever. I was beginning to solo and, with some aid from my electric guitar
teacher, I slowly began to explore the wonderful possibilities of improvisation.
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This is where my
creative process
began.
Somehow I wound up writing
two guitar instrumental songs,
which I recorded. This was all
good fun but it was nothing
compared to the exciting and
ecstatic feeling of creating and
performing music in a group.
There simply is no substitute
for it. At a certain point, the line
between the musician and the
music dissolves and everything
and everyone is hooked into one
harmonious groove. The subtle
cues and even musical quips
which I had shared with my fellow
bandmates made the experience
smooth and streamlined. I find
myself so incredibly grateful to
be surrounded by some brilliant
musical minds who have aweinspiring technical ability to
back it up. Writing about my
experience of performing and
rehearsing songs is difficult for
me. I struggle, grasp, and claw to
find the right words to describe
the manically intense joy I had
while playing music in those
rehearsals and performances. In
fact, I find it hard to articulate what
it is about the act of communal
music-making and performance
that is so fun and exhilarating.
Conn or
The only answer I seem to find
is quite possibly abstract, very
likely cliched but quite genuine: it is the feeling of being a part of something bigger than yourself. From
the sound of instruments, to the people in the band, to the people in the crowd. It all seems to meld
together into one beautiful song.
I am so grateful to my bandmates for the opportunity to create and perform with them and I would also like
to encourage people to get into playing music and playing with other people. I know it can seem daunting
and even terrifying to perform in front of others, but it really is something everyone should try once. But
most of all, I want people to enjoy, love and cherish music because it has done wonderful things for me
and it may well do it for you, too.

ERS!
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Mr Mat Noden

Ms Hannah Fielding

Mr Phillip
Subramanian
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Award winning series ‘Peaky Blinders’ is a British period crime drama created by Steven Knight
and directed by Otto Bathurst. Set in post WW1 Birmingham, the narrative centres on a slum
neighbourhood where the main protagonist, Tommy Shelby (played by Cillian Murphy), leads a
notorious and feared local gang, the Peaky Blinders. As the series unfolds, we are guided further
into a disorientating world of violence, robbery, feuds, and murder that Tommy orchestrates in
order to attain the prestige and notoriety he ceaselessly craves.
Much of what shapes the gaunt, driven
character of Tommy Shelby stems from his
experiences during the war. Serving as a
tunneler in WW1, the constant fear of carbon
dioxide poisoning, tunnels collapsing and
enemy shellfire led to Tommy developing
PTSD—an affliction many of the characters
carry with them and which explains their
excessive use of narcotics throughout the
series. Perceiving every day after the war
as a “bonus”, Tommy turns his trauma from
the war into ruthless, relentless ambition.
The director uses a range of dark settings
mirroring the feelings and emotions that the
characters are experiencing. One particularly
effective device is the frequent walking up
and down of dark hallways which traverse
the dreary manor in which Tommy resides;
these mirror the tunnels in WW1, capturing
Tommy’s eternal residence in the war as his
mind is paralyzed in a constant state of battle.
[SPOILER ALERT from here on...]
Early in the narrative (Season 1), the audience receives a prolonged (though ultimately temporary) lifting
of this melancholy shrouding Tommy’s mind when he and Grace become lovers. Patches of the old, prewar Tommy begin to appear due to the bliss and serenity he feels from this relationship, in stark contrast
to the overall tone of the drama. However, once Grace is murdered in the beginning of Season 3 (by a
bullet meant for Tommy), he soon spirals back downward into a deep depression symptomized by his
constant hallucinations relating to her ghost. Eventually Tommy refrains from entering his house at all after
the death of Grace as the sheer size of it only emphasizes his isolation. In Season 4, John Shelby (the
third oldest Shelby brother) is also murdered, which serves to exacerbate Tommy’s volatile disposition.
As Season 4 continues, we see an increase in his visions of Grace and a more sombre overall tone to
the setting, representing the decay of Tommy’s mind as he retreats into his darkest mental corners.
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Tommy finally begins to lose his mind
towards the end of Season 5. He is
haunted by his past traumas, expressed in
his continuous physical agitation, lashing
out in violence and acts of self-harm to
appease his tormented condition. As
he progressively succumbs to his inner
demons, he ultimately loses control of
reality, wracked by a series of ‘black
cat dreams’ which he takes to indicate
a traitor in his midst. Many suggest
Tommy’s Aunt Polly, her son Michael
and his wife Gina to be the black cats;
however, Peaky Blinders rarely follows
the expected course of events. Indeed,
the real traitor appears to be none other
than Tommy's own mind as he loses
first his brother and then his wife to his
thwarted lust for power and family loyalty.
His descent into madness comes to a head following his failed attempt to have organised the assassination
of Oswald Mosley (a notorious, fascist politician) at the request of Winston Churchill. Banking on the
efforts of a hired sniper to shoot Mosley in his head during the latter’s speech, to Tommy’s chagrin and
puzzlement the sniper himself is eliminated before the strike can proceed by an unknown agent. The
fragility and ultimate futility of this high-risk attempt are then amplified to the audience through Tommy’s
frantic pacing in the cluttered dressing room to which he retreats in the immediate aftermath. Soiled and
disorderly, the dressing room further mirrors his crumbling state of mind as he finally surrenders to the
feeling that he has found the treacherous foe he cannot defeat. “Who?” he demands, “Who knew?”
Arriving home, we witness Tommy as he walks away from his house into the field where the ghost of the
horse he owned with Grace emerges from a heavy mist. The disturbing image reiterates how Tommy
is haunted by his past sins—the horse being his primary mode of transport previously, believing it to
be cursed before he shot it. “The work’s all done, Tommy. We can walk away from all of this,” murmurs
the gentle plea of Grace as Tommy strides away through the fog screaming, this time with his gun held
firmly to his head...
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STEM Education at LANNA
STEM and the Future
Ms Ashley Boivin, STEM Coordinator & KS3 STEM Teacher, with KS3 Students
What do you want to be when you grow up? The all-confusing
question that lingers in students’ minds—the question asked
to them by teachers, parents, and pretty much everyone else
since they were young. I wish I had been asked this question
in 2021 rather than when I was a secondary student back in…
let’s just say a long time ago. I think my answer today would
be very different.
When I was young, we were usually encouraged to go to
university to become a doctor, a teacher, a lawyer—these were
the careers that have always been ‘guaranteed’. The world
would always need people in these professions. I really didn’t
know what else there was.
Over the past 30 years, there has been such rapid development
in technology and the way we live our lives that surely there
would be a need for people with specialized skills to fill jobs
that did not exist yet? Unfortunately, there weren’t a lot of
conversations about future career possibilities or information
on how to prepare for these unknown careers. Remember,
Instagram and Youtube weren’t even an idea yet so being a
social media influencer or Youtuber was unheard of!
The question of ‘What do you want to be?’ is vastly different
today and can hopefully be answered by students in
countless ways—all thanks to STEM.
STEM—Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math—is an approach to learning that supports student
choice and voice while they work to solve authentic, real-world problems. Through STEM Education,
students around the world are focused on developing 21st century skills like collaboration, communication,
creativity, and critical thinking in order to become active, competent global citizens and powerful members
of a highly-skilled workforce.
“I believe that the skills STEM Education strives to develop are the most crucial skills students should
have as they serve as significant tools in many occupations. In addition, the advancing technology will
also open new job opportunities specialising in the development of our society; these jobs would require
critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, confidence, etc., which are all the skills STEM Education aims to
develop. Even if you do not wish to take a career path that is related to STEM, these skills (e.g. leadership,
confidence, self-direction, teamwork) are still essential in many other jobs. (Phoom, 8L)
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Students in STEM are being given an opportunity to design, invent, and innovate solutions by using the
newest technology with the goal of engineering a better future for generations to come.
“STEM empowers students' minds; it's like a total 'lightbulb moment'. STEM sparks ideas for students to want
to go on and create something potentially revolutionary in the future.” (Ruben, 9I)
“STEM Education aims to integrate technology into learning, adapting to the rapidly changing world.”
(Phoom, 8L)

The World Economic Forum estimated that “65% of children entering primary school in 2016 will
ultimately end up working in completely new job types that don’t yet exist.” Fortunately, with an
educational focus on preparing students for the continued advancement in technology, STEM learning
is opening all the doors and giving students the ability to enter the workforce confident and qualified for
these jobs.
This is why LANNA has made the important decision to implement STEM learning throughout the entire
school—from Early Years through Secondary and to embed STEM challenges throughout the curriculum.
“I believe STEM is very important because it teaches engineering even at a young age, which schools
haven't really done before.” (Archie, 8L)
“I feel like STEM is teaching kids how to research, plan, and carry out actions in an exciting way while using
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.” (Koko, 8I)

As the STEM Coordinator, I am passionate about STEM and am committed to exposing, informing, and
preparing students for the possibilities that await them while learning about the UN Global Goals for
Sustainability and encouraging them to help solve current issues surrounding poverty, inequalities, and
sustainability.
“I think that STEM Education is important for this generation of students because we are the ones that are
going to have to find solutions to our global problems. I think that STEM teaches us things such as the
Engineering Design Process that we can then use to design solutions to our problems. We are learning the
skills that we will need and we get to practice them with some real world problems.” (Punn, 8I)

Students at LANNA have
quickly become engaged in
STEM and are discovering how
STEM learning will prepare
them for their futures. From
an interview with students
across KS3, 89% of them feel
that all schools should have
STEM programs to promote
and encourage students to
take paths towards STEM
careers. Out of the 56% of
students that are looking to
take STEM courses in postsecondary school, some
have already shown interest
in Biomedical Engineering,
Aerospace Engineering,
Video Game Programming,
Astronomy, and Orthopedics.
Although we are just getting started, STEM Education at LANNA has already shown that students are
eager and looking for opportunities to be creative, to problem solve, and to take on challenges to learn
the knowledge, skills, and understanding that will allow them to have a profound impact on the world
and their futures. For more information on the projects and exciting STEM learning that is taking place
at LANNA, check out our STEM Saturdays social media posts on Facebook and Instagram!
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Student Leadership
Council
Mr Justin Byers, Deputy Head of Primary
Ms Amy Grafstrom, Year 1 Teacher
At the beginning of our 2020 - 2021 academic year, a new and improved
Student Council was born at LANNA Primary. It was actually renamed
the Student Leadership Council (SLC for short!). Four teachers—Ms
Amy, Mr Justin, Mr Ken, and Ms Zhao—guided approximately 20
students on the SLC to become leaders in the school. Our goal was
to encourage these students to bring change and awareness through
a variety of activities. We divided the SLC into two groups: “Making
the School Better” team and “MUFTI” team. The “Making the School
Better Team” organized several events such as the Green Team, which
patrolled at break times to make sure students were putting trash in
the bins. They also made several different Christmas activities during
our Christmas week at LANNA. The “MUFTI” team were responsible
for deciding MUFTI (non-uniform dress) themes, making posters
and collecting and counting MUFTI money. They also decided which
charities the money was donated to once it was collected. Over the
course of the year, the SLC donated thousands of baht to charities
such as All Animals are Suay, Hand 2 Paw, Wat Don Chan Orphanage,
and Save Elephant Foundation.
Closer to the end of the year, our Primary Principal, Ms Sarah, tasked
the SLC with creating and leading an Anti-Bullying assembly. After
weeks and weeks of preparation and rehearsals, our wonderful SLC
held three assemblies to introduce Anti-Bullying at LANNA to all year
groups. It was one of the highlights of my time last year at LANNA
and I’m sure the SLC enjoyed the experience!
One of the other fun things we did with the SLC was to host a competition
for the design of our SLC T-shirts. The final design was picked from
a variety of submissions and then each member of the SLC received
a T-shirt. Each week on Thursdays when we had our SLC meetings,
members could wear these shirts instead of their regular LANNA
uniform. The purpose of this was to increase awareness of the SLC
at LANNA.
All in all, it was a fabulous year for the SLC. This year, Ms Amy and
Ms Zhao have taken up the challenge again along with Ms Erika and
Ms Natasha! Many students have expressed interest in being on the
SLC and we hope to have even more amazing memories with this
new group of students!
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